EFSET SCORE INTERPRETATION GUIDE
About the EFSET
The EFSET (EF Standard English Test) is an accurate and reliable English test available
online for free. EF Education First developed the test with top experts in English
assessment and certification. The EFSET tests reading and listening skills. The scores
from the reading and listening sections will be averaged to provide a final result on a
scale from 0 - 100.

Valid and Reliable Scores
The EFSET tests have been validated with hundreds thousands of English learners from
all over the world. Our independent correlation study shows that the test reliability is on par
or better than expensive certifications like TOEFL or IELTS. Please refer www.efset.org for
more information.

EFSET Score

Level

CEFR

TOEFL*

IELTS**

1 - 30

Beginner

A1

-

-

31 - 40

Elementary

A2

-

-

41 - 50

Intermediate

B1

42 - 71

4.0 - 5.0

51 - 60

Upper Intermediate

B2

72 - 94

5.5 - 6.0

61 - 70

Advanced

C1

95 - 120

6.5 - 7.5

71 - 100

Proficient

C2

-

8.0 - 9.0

*https://www.ets.org/toefl/institutions/scores/compare/
**http://www.ielts.org/researchers/common_european_framework.aspx
Note: The comparison between TOEFL/IELTS and EFSET scores is indirect (using the CEFR as the main scale for these
comparisons). The description of each level is subsumed in the next level up. For example, if someone achieves an
‘Intermediate’ level, this person can do what is described for Beginner and Elementary levels.

EFSET Score
100
71 - 100
Proficient

“Ulysses, Alice in Wonderland, Hunger Games, Game of Thrones and Romeo
and Juliet … just a short list of books and films you can read and watch in
English, whenever you want to with ease!”

90

80

70

60

Can understand and communicate with ease, spontaneity and precision
for virtually all types of written and spoken forms of English.

Can infer implicit meaning and use English flexibly in social and
professional settings.

61 - 70
Advanced

51 - 60
Upper Intermediate

“How would you define success? Is it possible to find enormous
satisfaction in what you do, even if it is not directly related to saving
lives? In today’s lecture on happiness at work, we explore differences
in attitude about work and satisfaction in Brazil, Germany and Japan.”

Can interpret and produce complex information of both concrete and
abstract topics in English.
“A limerick is a form of poetry, especially one in five lines, with a strict rhyme
scheme (AABBA), which is sometimes obscene with humorous intent.
The first, second and fifth lines are usually longer than the third and fourth.”

50
41 - 50
Intermediate

Can deal with familiar situations frequently encountered in work
and life in English.
“Could we please get a conference call set up between our partners
in China and the United Kingdom before noon today? We need to
discuss how the latest foreign exchange rate impacts our deal.”

40

31 - 40
Elementary
30

Can understand and interact specific information in advertisements
menus, and understand high frequency vocabulary.
“ This recipe is ideal for two people looking for a vegetarian dinner. You
will need two tomatoes, 1 onion, 1 lemon and 2 table spoons of olive oil.”

20
0 - 30
Beginner

Can understand and communicate simple basic phrases
“My name is Alessandro and I am from Italy. Nice to meet you.”

10

0

